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EDITOR'S  NOTE. 


To  meet  the  growing  demand  for  assistance  in  teach- 
ing the  College  Entrance  Requirements  in  English,  spe- 
cial teachers  of  English  have  been  asked  to  contribute 
to  this  series  those  questions  for  class  study  which 
have  proved  most  effective  in  getting  high  school  pupils 
to  appreciate  the  great  classics.  These  questions  are 
used  with  marked  success  in  the  class  rooms  of  the 
authors.  It  is  hoped  that  the  series  may  prove  of  such 
help  to  high  school  teachers  as  to  merit  their  use  in 
every  high  school.  The  following  questions  in  this 
series  are  already  prepared: 

List  Price 

Macbeth  Sara  Vore  Taylor  15c 

Julius  Caesar   Louise  Van  Camp  10c 

Silas  Marner.  Louise  Van  Camp  10c 

Ivanhoe    Sara  Vore  Taylor  10c 

Idylls  of  the  King  Harriet  Towne  15c 

Romeo  and  Juliet  )         T  m  «  -c 

Tr.      T  V  J.  W.  Searson  15c 

King  Lear  j 

Sesame  and  Lilies   N.  C.  Abbott  10c 

Rime  of  Ancient  Mariner  ) 

Vision  of  Sir  Launf al         >  J.  W.  Searson  15« 

Enoch  Arden  J 

Burke's  Speech  on  Conciliation  ..... 

  Sara  Vore  Taylor  15c 

Hamlet....   Margaret  Thompson  Sheldon  15c 

Questions  will  be  added  to  the  series  from  time  to 
time  oh  other  classics  appearing  on  the  College  En- 
trance Requirement  list. 

J.  W.  Searson,  Editor. 
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INTRODUCTION 


To  the  The  study  of  Tennyson's  Idylls  of  the 
Student  King  should  prove  both  pleasurable 
and  profitable;  pleasurable  because 
he  expressed  his  ideas  clearly  and  beautifully; 
profitable  because  he  reveals  life.  We  may  stt:dv 
with  benefit  the  allegory  of  the  Idylls,  but  we  should 
never  lose  sight  of  the  human  element  in  them.  Lit- 
erature is  a  record  of  the  best  there  is  in  life,  of  th^t 
which  the  author  thinks  most  worthy  of  retention. 
Then  in  our  study  of  literature  we  should  seek  ro 
find  first,  what  the  author  has  found  best  in  life; 
and  secondly,  to  appreciate  his  manner  of  saying  it. 
Tennyson  is  an  artist  both  in  thought  and  style  and 
so  we  may  alternate  one  with  the  other.  We  should 
try  to  appreciate  Tennyson,  as  fully  as  possible, 
from  these  two  standpoints,  and  the  two  themes 
asked  for  in  review,  at  the  close,  are  for  the  pur- 
pose of  testing  for  this  two-fold  appreciation. 

The  literature  on  this  legendary  theme  of  Arthur 
is  very  extensive,  and  you  will  be  interested,  no 
doubt,  in  other  writers.  Sidney  Lanier's  Mallory's 
Boys'  King  Arthur  will  give  you  a  good  idea  of  the 
Mallory  stories  and  is  very  interesting.  Edward 
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Brooks'  Story  of  King  Arthur  and  Knights  of  the 
Round  Table  is  another  interesting  book.  Bul- 
finche's  Age  of  Chivalry  and  Church's  Heroes  of 
Chivalry  and  Romance  treat  of  the  same  subject. 
Hamilton  W.  Mabie's  Heroes  Every  Child  Should 
Know  contains  two  very  interesting  chapters  on 
Arthur  and  .Sir  Galahad.  The  article  on  The  Ar- 
thurian Legend  in  Warner's  Library  of  Best  Lit- 
erature will  give  you  an  idea  of  how  widely  known 
the  legends  were. 

After  you  have  finished  the  reading  of  the  Idylls 
you  may  be  interested  in  what  some  others  have  to 
say  of  these  poems.  Henry  Van  Dyke  discusses 
them  in  his  book  entitled  The  Poetry  of  Tennyson 
and  Stopford  Brooke  in  his  book,  Tennyson — His 
Art  and  Relation  to  Modern  Life. 

Not  only  writers  have  been  interested  in  this 
theme,  but  artists  also  have  found  great  inspiration 
in  it,  and  we  have  such  masterpieces  as  G.  J.  Watts 
Sir  Galahad  and  Abbey's  famous  series  of  the  Holy 
Grail  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 


DEDICATION 


Purpose  of  i.  To  whom  dedicated?  Why?  2. 
Dedication  What  tribute  does  Tennyson  pay  to 
him?  How  extended  his  eulogy?  3. 
11.  8-1 1  refer  to  King  Arthur.  Why  does  Tenny- 
son say  my  King?  4.  Give  meaning  of  lines  be- 
ginning Not  making  his  high  place  the  lawless 
perch. 

Tribute  to  1.  When  Tennyson  addresses  the 
the  Queen  Queen  in  paragraph  three,  does  his 
tribute  to  her  detract  any  from  his 
eulogy  of  her  Prince  Consort?  2.  What  does  Ten- 
nyson mean  by  thou  art  Royal?  3.  Paragraph  four. 
Did  the  Queen  live  to  see  all  that  Tennyson  bespoke 
for  her  fulfilled? 

General-  1.  What  do  you  think  of  this  for  a 
ization  dedication?   Can  you  compare  it  with 

dedications  to  other  poems  or  books? 
Has  it  dignity,  beauty,  poetic  quality? 
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THE  COMING  OF  ARTHUR 


Condition  I.  Why  introduce  the  account  of  the 
of  Country   coming  of  Arthur  with  Guinevere? 

2.  What  was  the  condition  of  the 
country  before  Arthur  came?  3.  Paragraph  two. 
In  what  respect  was  King  Arthur  superior  to  the 
kings  who  preceded  him?  4.  What  time,  his- 
torically, is  represented  by  the  Coming  of  Arthur? 

5.  How  does  Tennyson  characterize  the  heathen? 

6.  Did  King  Leodogran  know  of  Arthur's  valor 
when  he  called  on  him,  or  was  it  out  of  sheer  des- 
peration that  he  sought  help  from  Hm?  What  does 
this  measure  to  us?  7.  Paragraph  five,  11.  6,  7. 
What  character  effect  for  Arthur?  Note  how 
briefly  yet  completely  Tennyson  relates  to  us  what 
Arthur  accomplished. 

Condition  1.  Meanwhile  what  was  happening  in 
at  Court  Arthur's  kingdom?  2.  What  ideal  is 
expressed  by  Arthur  in  his  desire  to 
be  joined  with  Guinevere,  the  fairest  under  heaven? 
3.  Paragraph  eight.  How  is  Arthur's  purity  of 
purpose  shown  us?  4.  Describe  in  your  own  words, 
the  battle.    5.  How  is  Arthur's  greatness  shown  in 
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this  paragraph?  6.  What  estimate  does  King  Ar- 
thur put  upon  truthfulness  in  man?  Compare  Lan- 
celot and  Elaine,  paragraph  eight. 

The  King  i.  Why  did  the  King  hesitate  to  give 
Consults  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  Arthur? 
Merlin  2.  What  means  does  Leodogran  take 

to  find  out  who  Arthur  is?  If  you 
wanted  to  know  the  character  of  a  man  to-day, 
what  means  would  you  take  to  find  out?  Would 
you  go  to  a  magician?  To  the  people  of  those  days 
was  there  any  more  reliable  source  of  information 
than  the  magician  ? 

Arthur's  I.  What  characterizes  Bedivere's 
Kingship  story?  What  Bellicent's?  Compare 
the  story  of  Bellicent  with  that  ot 
Bedivere.  2.  Who  was  Bellicent?  Why  could  the 
King  not  entertain  her  as  he  would?  3.  From 
Leodogran's  questioning,  what  would  you  say  con- 
cerned him  most — Arthur's  right  to  rule  or  his 
power  to  rule?  4.  Which  account  gives  you  the 
personality  of  Arthur?  Determine  his  character. 
5.  How  did  the  men  look  upon  Arthur?  What 
was  their  .vow  ?  See  Guinevere,  paragraph  twenty- 
seven.  6.  From  Bellicent's  account  of  Arthur's 
boyhood,  would  you  judge  that  he  had  changed 
since  he  became  a  man?  7.  What  prophecy  of 
Merlin's  concerning  Arthur  found  in  Bellicent's  ac 
count?    8.  What  poetic  words  or  poetical  expres- 
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sions  in  Bellicent's  account?  Is  there  any  beauty 
in  it  ? 

Merlin's  i.  What  element  of  Celtic  nature  do 
Story  you  note  in  Merlin's  story  of  Arthur? 

2.  What  influences  Leodogran's  deci- 
sion in  favor  of  Arthur? 

Arthur's  I.  Write  in  your  own  words  an  ac- 
Marriage  to  count  of  Arthur's  marriage  with 
Guinevere  Guinevere.  Compare  with  Tennyson's 
account.  2.  What  characterizes  the 
song  of  Arthur's  Knights?  3.  What  is  Arthur's 
relation  to  Rome?  4.  What  facts  in  last  para- 
graph ? 

Review  1.  What  do  you  know  of  this  King 
Arthur?  Was  he  an  historical  or  a 
mythical  king?  Historically,  was  the  condition  of 
England  such  as  given  by  Tennyson  in  The  Com- 
ing of  Arthur?  Have  you  enjoyed  the  study  of 
this  idyll  ?  What  parts  gave  you  the  most  pleasure  ? 
Would  the  world  be  poorer  if  Tennyson  had  never 
written  The  Coming  of  Arthur? 


GARETH  AND  LYNETTE 

Bellicent's  1.  Who  were  Bellicent's  other  sons? 
Sons  wSee  paragraph  one;  also  The  Coming 

of  Arthur.    2.  How  is  Gareth  char- 
acterized?   3.  What    regret   expressed   by  him? 
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What  his  ambition?  What  his  ideal?  4.  Explain 
Good  mother  is  bad  mother  unto  me. 

Gareth's  1.  Is  Gareth  like  his  brothers?  Does 
Character  he  prefer  one  to  the  other?  What  is 
shown  by  his  saying  Modred  for  want 
of  worthier  was  the  judge;  thin  lips?  2.  What  is 
the  relation  between  Gareth  and  his  mother?  3. 
What  is  the  point  of  Gareth's  story  of  the  lusty 
youth  and  the  eagle's  egg  ?  4.  What  unusual  words 
in  first  three  paragraphs?  Are  any  poetical?  5. 
What  sort  of  an  adventure  do  you  think  Gareth 
would  most  cherish,  one  in  search  of  gold,  or  one 
which  would  prove  his  honor?  6.  What  reasons 
does  Bellicent  give  for  not  releasing  him  and  let- 
ting him  go  to  Arthur's  hall?  7.  What  kind  of  a 
man  was  Gareth's  father?  8.  What  does  Bellicent 
offer  her  son  as  a  substitute  for  Arthur's  wars  ?  Is 
she  selfish?  9.  Explain  in  your  own  words  the 
allegory  in  the  seventh  paragraph.  What  is  an 
allegory?  10.  How  is  Gareth's  nobility  of  char- 
acter shown?  11.  What  inconsistency  on  the  part 
of  Bellicent  in  paragraph  eight?  12.  What  does 
Gareth  mean  by  Not  proven,  who  swept  the  dust 
of  ruined  Rome  and  following  two  lines?  13. 
What  is  shown  by  Gareth's  reply — A  hard  one  or  a 
hundred,  so  I  go?  14.  What  is  Bellicent's  purpose 
in  asking  one  proof  of  Gareth?  Does  she  know 
her  son  fully?  15.  What  effect  in  Silent  awhile 
was  Gareth?  Also — And  since  thou  are  my  mother, 
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must  obey?  16.  Why  is  not  this  vassalage  revolt- 
ing to  Gareth?  Would  it  not  ordinarily  be  so  to  a 
prince?  17.  Why  does  he  choose  this  early  hour 
for  departure  ? 

Arrival  at  1.  Write  in  your  own  words  a  de- 
Camelot  scription  of  Camelot.  2.  How  does 
Gareth  look  upon  the  one  zvhite  lie 
he  has  told?  3.  Why  was  the  sound  of  the  clash- 
ing of  arms  good  to  Gareth's  ears?  4.  What  caused 
his  young  heart  to  hammer  in  his  ears?  5.  Why 
does  Gareth  fear  to  see  his  brothers?  6.  Why 
doesn't  he  distinguish  one  knight  from  another? 

Arthur's  1.  What  contrast  is  shown  here  be- 
Sense  of  tween  Uther's  idea  of  justice  and  Ar- 
Justice  thur's?  2.  Under  the  circumstances 
would  you  expect  Arthur  to  grant  the 
widow's  request?  3.  What  causes  Arthur  to  an- 
swer her  as  he  does?  What  do  we  see  in  his  an- 
swer?  4.  What  are  the  duties  of  a  seneschal? 

Knight-  1.  How  is  rank  in  knighthood  shown? 
hood  2.  For  what  is  reward  given?  3. 

Which  of  Gareth's  brothers  was  the 
better  knight?  Can  you  tell  why  he  was  the  more 
successful? 

Sir  Kay        1.  What  does  Arthur's  treatment  of 
the  messenger  indicate?   2.  Why  does 
Gareth  lean  so  heavily  upon  his  men?    3.  What 
character  is  indicated  by  wan — sallow?   4.  Do  you 
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like  Sir  Kay?  Why?  5.  Is  Lancelot  a  good  judge 
of  human  nature?  Is  Sir  Kay?  6.  Why  does  Sir 
Kay  object  to  Lancelot's  interference?  7.  Note 
how  naturally  and  artistically  this  description  of 
Gareth's  is  worked  in  and  at  what  an  opportune 
time.  We  are  interested  in  him  now,  and  weigh 
every  word.  Does  this  give  you  any  suggestion  as 
to  what  is  a  good  time  for  introducing  descriptions 
of  persons  or  places?  Note  what  successful  writers 
do. 

Sir  Gareth  1.  Study  Gareth's  character  as  de- 
picted in  the  paragraph  So  Gareth  all 
for  glory  underwent,  etc.  2.  What  figures  in  the 
paragraph?  3.  Note  poetic  words  and  phrases 
throughout  the  poem;  also  figures.  4.  What  mo- 
tive prompts  the  knight  to  his  knightly  deeds?  5. 
How  does  Arthur  regard  Gareth?  What  incidents 
show  it? 

Lynette  1.  Determine  the  mood  and  character 
of  the  damsel,  Lynette,  from  the  de- 
scription and  incidents  given.  2.  Why  does  Sir 
Kay  groan  when  Gareth  asks  for  a  boon?  3.  What 
is  Lynette's  mood  when  she  realizes  that  Gareth  is 
to  be  her  champion  ? 

Visual-  1.  What  parts  of  the  description  of 
ization  Camelot  and  Gareth's  departure  are 
most  vivid?  2.  What  is  a  visualiza- 
tion? Do  you  find  any  here?  3.  What  effects  for 
Sir  Kay  in  the  next  three  paragraphs  ? 
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Lynette's  I.  By  what  incidents  is  the  strength 
Attitude  of  Gareth's  character  shown  in  the 
Toward  following  paragraphs?  2.  What  is 
Gareth         Lynette's  mood?    The  degree  of  it? 

3.  Does  she  at  any  time  detect  a  seem- 
ing nobility  in  the  supposed  kitchen-knave?  What 
effect  in  this  for  Gareth  ?  4.  What  effects  for  Gar- 
eth in  his  overthrow  of  the  rogues  and  rescuing  of 
the  baron?  5.  Does  the  baron  treat  Gareth  as  an 
inferior  or  superior?  6.  Why  does  the  baron  say, 
/  well  believe  you  to  be  of  Arthur's  Table ?  7.  Why 
does  Lynette  abuse  Gareth  every  time?  8.  What 
idea  of  rank  is  shown  in  Lynette's  remark  that  Ar- 
thur gone  mad  granted  Gareth's  request?  9.  Why 
does  the  baron  suggest  that  Gareth  go  back  for 
Lancelot?  Is  there  any  disparagement  of  Gareth's 
ability?  10.  Where  does  Lynette  first  show  signs 
of  relenting? 

Sir  Morning  1.  What  contrast  in  the  people — their 
Star  habits,  tastes,  use  of  color — do  you 

note  in  description  of  Arthur's  court 
and  that  of  Sir  Morning  Star?  2.  Do  you  think 
Gareth  shows  fear?  3.  Does  Lynette's  counseling 
him  to  turn  back  make  him  more  or  less  determined 
to  prove  himself?  4.  Note  the  mode  of  contest  in 
those  days.  Can  you  describe  it  in  your  own 
words? 
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Contrast  i.  Why  does  Gareth  take  the  taunt  of 
of  ideals       Lynette  and  not  of  Sir  Morning  Star? 

2.  In  what  regard  does  Gareth  follow 
out  the  ideals  of  Arthur's  court  in  his  treatment 
of  the  conquered  knight?  3.  Why  does  Gareth  re- 
quest that  Lynette  lead  now?  4.  Why  does  Lyn- 
ette hate  Gareth  the  more,  because  being  a  knave 
he  shows  knightly  qualities?  5.  Note  the  contrast 
in  ideals — Lynette's  are  primitive  while  Gareth's, 
representing  those  of  Arthur's  court,  are  modern. 

Noonday  1.  Note  how  descriptive  the  phrase 
Sun  Huge  on  a  huge  red  horse.   Does  this' 

cause  you  to  individualize  the  knight, 
Noonday  Sun?  2.  What  flower  does  Tennyson  re- 
fer to  in  comparing  the  knight's  shield  to  the  flower 
that  blows  a  globe  of  after  arr  owlets?  What  figure? 
Justify  the  figure.  3.  What  figures  in  flying  bolts; 
cipher  face  of  rounded  foolishness? 

Lynette's  1.  What  does  Lynette's  song  indicate 
Attitude  as  to  her  mood  and  her  present  feeling 
Toward  toward  Gareth?  2.  How  account  for 
Gareth  Lynette's  confidence  in  Gareth's  abil- 

ity to  overthrow  the  Evening  Star? 
Was  he  a  less  valiant  knight  than  the  others?  3. 
Contrast  the  arming  of  the  first  knight  with  that  of 
the  third.  4.  Why  does  Lynette  command  that 
Gareth  ride  at  her  side  now?  5.  Is  Gareth  boast- 
ing when  he  says,  There  rides  no  knight,  not  Lan- 
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celot,  his  great  self,  Hath  force  to  quell  me?  6. 
Do  you  find  any  visualization  in  the  next  para- 
graph ? 

Lancelot's  1.  Note  description  of  Lancelot's 
Greatness  shield  here  and  in  the  fifth  paragraph 
following.  2.  How  is  Lancelot's 
greatness  shown  in  his  answer  to  Lynette.  3. 
How  is  Gareth's  courage  and  valor  shown  in  his 
last  encounter?  4.  This  account  is  very  graphic. 
How  do  you  account  for  it?  5.  Who  is  meant  by 
he  that  told  the  tale  in  older  times,  and  he  that  told 
it  later? 

Review  1.  How  have  your  ideas  of  chivalrous 
times  and  customs  been  enlarged  by 
the  reading  of  this  idyll?  2.  What  was  accom- 
plished by  the  poet  in  the  first  idyll  ?  What  farther 
in  this  one?  3.  Note  while  reading  later  idylls 
what  place  this  one  holds. 


GERAINT  AND  ENID 

I 

Geraint's  1.  How  is  Geraint's  love  for  Enid 
Love  for  measured  to  us?  2.  Why  is  it  hateful 
Enid  to  Enid  to  have  Geraint  forget  all  else 

but  her?  Does  this  give  you  any  idea 
of  her  ambitions  and  ideals  for  her  husband?  3. 
Why  does  Enid  choose  the  faded  silk  ? 
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Meeting  of  i.  Why  does  Tennyson  now  break  the 
Geraint  and  course  of  the  story  and  relate  the  cir- 
Enid  cumstances  of  the  meeting  and  love  of 

Geraint  and  Enid?  2.  What  do  you 
think  of  this  description  of  the  chase?  Can  you 
compare  it  with  Scott's  description  in  Lady  of  the 
Lake?  Can  you  recall  other  descriptions  of  the 
chase  that  you  have  read?  3.  What  incident  leads 
to  the  meeting  with  Enid?  4.  Can  you  infer  any- 
thing concerning  Geraint's  character  from  the  de- 
scription of  the  dress?  In  the  next  paragraph, 
from  his  treatment  of  the  dwarf? 

Description  1.  Do  you  find  any  visualizations  in 
of  the  the  description  of  the  town?  Any  fig- 

Town  ures,    any    poetical    words?  What 

words  in  this  paragraph  are  experi- 
ential to  you — what  associational  ?  2.  What  inci- 
dents measure  to  us  the  activity  of  this  little  town? 
What  the  cause? 

Yniol's  1.  Which  description  do  you  think  the 

Home  more  vivid,  that  of  the  town  or  that 

of  Yniol's  home?  Are  there  any  vis- 
ualizations in  the  last,  any  figures,  poetic  words? 
2.  Is  there  any  indication  that  Yniol  is  proud  of  his 
daughter?  3.  Study  carefully  the  next  few  para- 
graphs to  determine  Geraint's  character.  4.  What 
terms,  what  customs  remind  us  that  the  age  is  not 
our  own?  If  we  did  not  know  the  time  of  the 
Idylls  of  the  King,  could  we  determine  it  approx- 
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imately  from  this?  5.  What  kind  of  a  man  was 
Yniol?   Give  incidents  to  support  your  statements. 

Character  1.  What  character  effects  for  Enid? 
of  Enid  Note  what  characteristic  shown  here 
is  very  marked  later.  2.  What  meas- 
ures to  us  the  sparrow  hawk's  anger  when  he  finds 
a  knight  contests  with  him  the  prize  of  beauty? 
Does  Geraint  find  him  an  easy  mark?  3.  Why  did 
Enid's  dress  now  seem  so  mean  to  her?  4.  What 
figure  does  Tennyson  make  use  of  here  in  describ- 
ing Enid's  feeling  concerning  the  dress?  Justify 
the  use  of  the  comparison.  Does  it  express  the 
idea  any  better  than  the  bare  statement  of  fact?  5. 
Is  her  desire  for  a  new  dress  pride  for  herself,  or 
concern  for  Geraint?  6.  Do  you  find  that  Enid 
justifies  her  mother's  pride  in  her?  7.  Can  you 
point  out  here  points  of  contrast  in  Geraint's  fa- 
miliarity with  worldly  ways  and  Enid's  sweet  inno- 
cence ? 

Transition     1.  What  is  the  purpose  of  the  story? 

2.  Note  how  Tennyson  now  makes 
the  transition  in  returning  to  the  main  theme. 


II 

Philosoph-  1.  Note  with  what  a  gem  Tennyson 
ical  Intro-  opens  the  second  part  of  the  poem, 
duction  Does  the  truth  embodied  in  these  lines 
apply  to-day  as  well  as  then?  In  one 
country  as  well  as  another?  Is  this  an  ultimate 
truth?   Commit  lines. 
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Enid's  i.  What  mood  shown  here  by  Ge- 

Faith-  raint?     2.  Does    he   think  himself 

fulness  abused?    3.  What  idea  of  Geraint's 

mood  is  given  by  the  catiff's  remark, 
Look,  here  comes  a  laggard  hanging  down  his 
head?  4.  What  dangers  to  travelers  in  those  days? 
5.  What  degree  of  character  shown  by  Enid's  de- 
cision'to  go  back  and  warn  her  lord  if  he  be  wroth 
even  to  slaying  me?  6.  What  in  the  second  en- 
counter by  her  reasoning, 

I  needs  must  obey  him  for  his  good; 
How  should  I  dare  obey  him  to  his  harm? 
Needs  must  I  speak,  and  thoy  he  kill  me  for  it, 
I  save  a  life  dearer  to  me  than  mine. 

7.  Does  Geraint  show  any  peevishness  here,  any 
jealousy?   If  so,  where? 

The  1.  What  three  forcible  comparisons 

Combat  does  Tennyson  make  use  of  in  ex- 
pressing his  thought  in  the  paragraph 
And  Enid  stood  aside  to  wait  the  event?  2.  Note 
how  the  animals  respond  to  Enid's  gentle  hand- 
ling? Can  you  give  other  instances  in  literature 
of  a  like  response?  In  life?  3.  What  contrast  be- 
tween Enid's  and  Geraint's  appreciation  of  the 
food?  Can  you  tell  the  cause?  4.  Why  has  Ge- 
raint not  noticed  the  dress?  5.  What  kind  of  a 
man  was  Limours?  6.  Why  Limour's,  Nay;  I  do 
not  mean  blood?    7.  What  ■  effect  in  He  moving 
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homeward  babbled  to  his  men  .  .  .  Nor  cared 
a  broken  egg-shell  for  her  lord? 

Poetic  1.  Note  what  poetry  and  beauty  in 

Qualities  Tennyson's  way  of  telling  that  it  was 
morning  when  Enid  awoke.  2.  Pick 
out  poetic  words  in  the  paragraph  Then  forward 
by  a  way.  What  figures?  Meaning  of  last  line  of 
paragraph  ? 

(Jeraint's  i.  What  does  Geraint  mean  by  ask- 
Mood  ing  Shall  we  strip  him  there  your 

lover?  What  is  his  mood  in  this  par- 
agraph? 2.  Is  there  any  proof  that  Enid's  sub- 
mission is  not  weakness,  in  the  paragraph  And 
Enid  heard  the  clashing  of  his  fall?  3.  What  facts 
in  the  next  paragraph  give  us  an  idea  of  the  civ- 
ilization of  the  time?  4.  What  effect  While  the 
great  charger  stood,  grieved  like  a  man? 

Doorm  and  1.  What  effects  in  the  next  two  par- 
his  Court  agraphs  show  forcibly  Lord  Doorm's 
character  ?  Determine  characteristics. 
Any  visualization  here?  2.  What  facts  in  the  next 
two  paragraphs  give  us  a  conception  of  the  prim- 
itiveness  of  Doorm's  home?  What  of  the  crude- 
ness  of  the  men?  3.  Contrast  Arthur's  court  with 
Doorm's.  4.  Can  Doorm  conceive  of  Enid  as 
really  saddening  for  Geraint  so  that  she  cannot  eat? 
5.  Note  how  Earl  Doorm  attempts  to  interpret  her 
feelings  by  his  own  experiences.    Have  you  ever 
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met  with  instances  in  life  where  persons  reveal 
their  inner  selves  to  you  most  unmistakably  in  this 
way  ?  6.  What  measures  to  us  Doorm's  anger  when 
Enid  refuses  to  drink?  Is  he  angered  simply  be- 
cause she  refuses  to  drink?  7.  What  is  Doorm's 
idea  of  beauty? 

Enid's  1.  Any  further  proof  that  Enid's  sub- 

Submission  mission  was  not  weakness?  2.  What 
degree  effects  in  Then  strode  the  brute 
Earl  .  .  .  And  took  his  russet  beard  between 
his  teeth?  In  Unknightly  with  flat  hand,  smote  her 
on  cheek?  3.  Why  does  not*  Enid  respond  to  Ge- 
raint's  declaration  of  confidence?  4.  Are  you  sur- 
prised that  the  noble  charger  is  made  glad  by  the 
return  of  so  kind  a  master  and  mistress? 

The  Power  1.  Why  does  Geraint  hesitate  to  tell 
of  Ideals  King  Arthur  of  his  wonderful  prow- 
ess? 2.  What  is  the  meaning  of  these 
lines,  In  a  hollow  land,  etc.  ?  Express  in  your  own 
words  this  truth,  fancifully  told  by  Tennyson.  3. 
Note  in  Edyrn's  case  the  refining  power  of  true 
nobility.  Arthur's  high  ideals,  as  exemplified  in  his 
knights  and  ladies  changed  this  man;  raised  him 
from  out  his  brute  nature  to  a  manly  man.  In  his 
overthrow  at  Gerant's  hands  lay  the  possibility  for 
his  redemption  from  his  former  self.  4.  When  Ar- 
thur greets  Enid  what  shows  the  purity  of  the 
man?  5.  Note  Arthur  says  of  Edyrn,  Have  ye 
seen  how  nobly  changed?    His  very  face  zvith 
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change  of  heart  is  changed.  Do  you  believe  with 
Tennyson  that  change  of  heart  is  shown  in  one's 
face?  Can  we  read  men's  characters  in  their  faces? 
6.  What  great  ideal  expressed  by  Arthur  in  this 
paragraph?  7.  What  injustice  does  Arthur  find 
in  the  tributary  kingdoms  to  be  righted?  8.  Was 
Geraint's  confidence  in  Enid's  love  lasting? 

Review  1.  What  is  the  main  theme  of  this 
Idyll?  2.  In  what  way  is  this  Idyll 
related  to  the  Coming  of  Arthur?  To  Gareth  and 
Lynette?  3.  Is  there  any  defense  for  Geraint?  4. 
Note  Tennyson's  accuracy  in  picturing.  What  de- 
scriptions in  this  poem  have  made  a  lasting  impres- 
sion upon  you?  5.  How  has  the  reading  of  it  con- 
tributed to  your  knowledge  of  England  and  Eng- 
lish customs?   To  your  store  of  general  truths? 


LANCELOT  AND  ELAINE 

Character  1.  Note  the  epithets  applied  to  Elaine, 
of  Elaine  What  idea  does  each  give  you  of 
Elaine?  2.  What  effects  in  guarded 
and  sacred?  3.  What  temperament  does  it  imply 
for  Elaine,  that  she  should  place  the  shield  where 
mornings  earliest  ray  might  strike  it  and  awake 
her  with  the  gleam?  4.  What  by  her  embroidering 
a  case  of  silk  for  the  shield?  5.  What  by  the  par- 
ticular devices  she  chose  to  put  upon  it?  6.  What 
by  her  barring  the  door  and  guessing  a  hidden 
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meaning  in  his  arms?  7.  What  by  her  conjectur- 
ing? 8.  Note  that  this  paragraph  is  given  over  to 
a  characterization  of  Elaine.  Is  it  adequate?  Do 
you  feel  you  know  her?  9.  Does  Tennyson  pre- 
sent any  of  the  story  in  this  first  paragraph?  If  so, 
what  facts  do  you  find?  How  does  the  opening  of 
this  poem  compare  with  those  of  the  other  Idylls? 

The  Pur-  1.  Note  how  Tennyson  now  inserts 
pose  of  the  two  paragraphs  telling  how  and  why 
Jousts  Arthur  instituted  these  jousts.  This 

all  had  transpired  before  Lancelot  left 
his  shield  with  Elaine;  should  it  have  come  first 
in  the  poem?  2.  What  idea  of  Arthur's  character 
is  given  by  his  proclaiming  the  jousts  and  using 
the  diamonds  as  prizes?  3.  How  is  Lancelot's 
prowess  measured  to  us?  4.  What  does  he  pur- 
pose to  do  with  the  diamonds?  5.  Select  the  poetic 
words  in  the  first  of  these  two  paragraphs. 

Lancelot's  1.  What  mood  is  shown  by  the 
Relation  to  Queen's  reply,  Yea  Lord,  ye  know  it. 
Guinevere  2.  Is  there  anything  in  the  King's 
question  to  justify  it?  In  his  reply? 
3.  What  is  the  King's  attitude  toward  Lancelot? 
Note  carefully  his  action  when  leaving.  4.  By 
what  means  is  Lancelot's  desire  to  please  the  Queen 
measured  to  us?  5.  What  is  the  meaning  of  lets 
in  And  lets  me  from  the  saddle?  6.  Study  care- 
fully in  the  next  few  paragraphs  the  changing 
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moods  of  the  Queen  and  Lancelot.  Can  you  de- 
termine the  moods  of  each?  Which  are  moods  of 
degree — which  of  kind?  7.  How  are  the  ideals  of 
the  Queen  measured  to  us  ?  8.  How  does  Lancelot 
regard  the  King?  9.  Why  does  the  Queen,  not 
Lancelot,  find  the  means  to  extricate  him  from  the 
uncomfortable  position  in  which  he  finds  himself? 

10.  Explain  meaning,  Then  of  the  crowd  ye  took 
no  more  account  Than  of  the  myriad  cricket  of  the 
mead,  etc.    Also  ,The  low  sun  makes  the  colour'. 

11.  Select  and  discuss  figures. 

Astolat  1.  Note  the  mood  of  Lancelot,  the  de- 
scription of  his  approach  to  Astolat, 
and  of  Astolat  and  its  surroundings.  2.  What  facts 
show  that  the  castle  is  an  old  time  one?  3.  Is  there 
anything  in  the  relations  of  the  Lord  of  Astolat's 
family  that  indicates  the  absence  of  a  mother?  4. 
Why  does  the  Lord  of  Astolat  take  Lancelot  for 
one  of  Arthur's  foremost  knights?  5.  Do  you  now 
understand  how  Elaine  comes  by  Lancelot's  shield  ? 
6.  Does  Sir  Torre  speak  in  a  mood  of  resentment 
or  disappointment,  or  is  it  his  blunt  way  of  ex- 
pressing himself  that  causes  him  to  say,  Yea,  since 
I  cannot  use  it,  ye  may  have  it?  7.  In  what  sense 
does  the  father  use  the  word  Allow?  8.  What  idea 
of  the  family  relation  does  the  jest  give  us?  9. 
What  significance  in  Sir  Lavaine's  if?  10.  What 
is  Elaine's  position  in  this  family? 
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Elaine  and  i.  What  courtliness  does  Sir  Lan- 
Lancelot       celot  show  in  his  reply  to  Lavaine? 

2.  Meaning  of  Sir  Torre's  Such  be 
for  queens  and  not  for  simple  maids?  3.  What 
character  effect  in  Elaine  flushed  slightly  at  the 
slight  disparagement?  4.  What  compliment  does 
Lancelot  pay  Elaine?  Is  there  more  than  courtli- 
ness in  this?  5.  Remembering  Tennyson's  theory 
that  character  is  expressed  in  one's  face,  how  do 
you  account  for  Elaine's  overlooking  Lancelot's 
sin?  Why  was  Sir  Lancelot  still  a  living  soul? 
6.  What  does  Elaine  find  in  Sir  Lancelot  that 
makes  her  love  him  ?  7.  Note  how  Tennyson  fore- 
shadows the  outcome  in  And  loved  him,  with  that 
love  which  was  her  doom.  Note  also  the  descrip- 
tion of  Sir  Lancelot.  8.  How  does  Sir  Lancelot 
show  himself  the  true  gentleman  in  the  next  par- 
agraph? 9.  Note  their  mode  of  entertaining  a 
guest.  10.  Why  does  Lancelot  enquire  concerning 
the  wordless  man,  when  he  notices  that  they 
glanced  at  Guinevere?  11.  Meaning  of  glanced? 
12.  Note  in  what  a  modest  fashion  Lancelot  relates 
their  victories,  giving  all  the  glory  to  Arthur.  Do 
you  like  him  any  better  for  this?  13.  What  char- 
acter effect  for  Arthur  in  the  last  few  lines  of  the 
paragraph?  14.  What  in  Tennyson's  description 
of  the  King's  cuirass  makes  it  so  vivid?  15.  What 
does  Elaine's  reservation,  Save  your  great  self,  fair 
lord y  show?  16. /What  idea  of  Lancelot's  character 
is  given  you  in  the  line,  Being  mirthful  he,  but  of  a 
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stately  kind?  17.  What  occasions  the  cloud  of  mel- 
ancholy severe?  18.  Is  it  love  for  Elaine,  or  re- 
cognition of  her  kindliness,  that  causes  Lancelot  to 
show  a  sudden-beaming  tenderness?  19.  Where  in 
this  paragraph  does  Tennyson  use  description  to 
show  mood?  20.  Study  the  figure  beginning  Ast 
when  a  painter,  etc.  Is  it  forcible?  Compare  with 
Matthew  Arnold's  figures  in  Sohrab  and  Rustum. 
21.  Express  in  your  own  words  the  thought  in  half 
cheated  in  the  thought  She  needs  must  bid  farewell 
to  sweet  Lavaine.  22.  What  effect  in  she  stole, 
hesitating?  23.  What  character  shown,  Lancelot 
turn'd,  and  smooth' d  the  glossy  shoulder,  humming 
to  himself?  24.  What  causes  Lancelot's  amaze- 
ment? What  his  sudden  fear?  25.  What  does 
Half  envious  of  the  flattering  hand  and  riotous 
heart  tell  us  ?  26.  Had  Elaine  ever  asked  as  much 
of  any  knight  before?  27.  Is  Lancelot  justified  in 
accepting  the  shield?  28.  What  does  Lancelot's 
manner  of  addressing  Elaine,  viz.,  True  my  child, 
tell  us  of  the  spirit  in  which  he  accepts  her  favor? 
29.  How  do  you  account  for  her  flushing  and  then 
paling?  30.  Note  Elaine's  beauty  as  she  stands  at 
the  gate.  Are  you  conscious  of  any  other  quality 
than  beauty  as  she  stands  here?  31.  Note  the  num- 
ber and  variety  of  mood  effects  and  descriptions  in 
these  paragraphs. 

The  I.  Describe   the   hermit's   chapel  in 

Hermit         your  own  words.    2.  What  type  of 
man  is  he?    3.  How  does  Tennyson 
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tell  you  the  time  of  day?    4.  Why  does  Lancelot 

make  himself  known  to  Lavaine  here? 

The  1.  Have  you  read  other  descriptions 

Tournament  of  the  tournament;  Scott's  Ivanhoe, 
or  Chaucer's  Knight's  Tale?  How  do 
they  compare  in  length  and  vividness?  Wherein 
does  Tennyson's  special  excellence  lie?  2.  Arthur 
is  the  reputed  son  of  Uther-Pendragon  (dragon- 
head ).  Does  this  fact  give  any  particular  sig- 
nificance to  the  dragons  embroidered  on  his  vest- 
ments and  carved  on  his  chair?  3.  Write  a  de- 
scription of  the  tournament,  using  Tennyson's  plan. 

The  Tournament 

A.  The  Lists 

1.  The  arrangement 

2.  The  spectators 

3.  The  King's  seat 

B.  The  First  Charge 

1.  The  signal 

2.  The  preparation 

3.  The  shock 

4.  The  wounding  of  Lancelot 

C.  The  Second  Charge 

1.  The  reseating  of  Lancelot 

2.  His  great  prowess 

D.  The  Awarding  of  the  Prize 
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Determine  the  number  of  paragraphs  you  will 
ueecl  and  tne  detail  you  wiil  use  betore  you  begin 
10  write. 

4.  in  the  description  of  the  tournament  what 
indication  01  a  primitive  people? 

Character  1.  What  character  effect  in  his  wait- 
of  Unknown  ing  to  see  which  was  the  weaker  side  ? 
Knight  2-  What  qualities  in  this  unknown 
knight  cause  Arthur  to  think  of  Lan- 
celot? 3.  What  incites  the  knights  to  greater  deeds 
01  valor?  4.  What  splendid  figure  used  by  Tenny- 
son in  the  description  of  the  bearing  down  of  the 
knights  upon  Lancelot?  In  sweating  with  agony? 
5.  What  do  the  expressions,  sweating  with  agony, 
Diamond  me  no  diamonds,  prize  me  no  prizes,  down 
he  slid,  and  A  marvelous  great  shriek  and  ghastly 
groan  tell  us  of  Lancelot's  physical  condition?  Of 
his  mood?  Of  his  character?  6.  Are  there  any 
other  incidents  here  that  you  would  select  to  show 
condition,  mood,  or  character  ? 

Gawain's  1.  Is  the  King  jealous  that  some 
Quest  knight  not  a  member  of  his  Round 

Table  has  won  the  prize?  2.  What 
is  Gawain's  mood  when  sent  in  quest  of  Lancelot? 
Why  this  mood?  3.  What  significance  in  but  there- 
withal Sir  Modred's  brother,  the  child  of  Lot?  4. 
Beside  Gawain's  unwillingness  to  go,  how  does  he 
further  show  his  unfitness  to  be  trusted  with  a 
charge  ? 
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Attitude  i.  How  do  you  account  for  Arthur's 

of  King  darkness  in  mood?    2.  Do  you  think 

and  Queen  tne  King  is  much  surprised  when  he 

toward  finds  that  Lancelot  has  not  stayed  at 

Lancelot      ^e  court  as  ne  ^a<^ to'^  n*m  ne  would  ? 

3.  How  does  he  receive  the  informa- 
tion that  he  has  jousted  incognita?  4.  What  does 
the  Queen's  amazement  indicate ?  5.  How  tactful  is 
the  Queen  in  explaining  Lancelot's  change  of  plan? 
6.  Is  the  King  sincere  here  in  his  expression  of  hope 
for  Lancelot's  love  or  is  he  testing  the  Queen?  7. 
What  causes  the  distress  of  the  Queen,  the  news 
of  Lancelot's  wound,  or  the  fact  that  he  wore  some 
maiden's  favor?  8.  What  do  the  words  choked, 
flung,  writhed,  clenched,  shrieked  and  flashed  tell 
us  of  her  mood?  Could  Tennyson  have  selected 
five  more  forcible  words?  Test  by  looking  up 
synonymous  terms,  as  grasped  tightly  for  clenched. 
9.  Have  you  ever  noticed  instances  where  people 
did  themselves  bodily  injury  to  relieve  mental  pain, 
as  clenched  her  fingers  till  they  bit  the  palm?  Ten- 
nyson gives  another  instance  of  this  in  the  Last 
Tournament,  where  he  says  of  Lancelot,  And  now 
yearned  to  shake  The  burthen  off  his  heart  in  one 
full  shock  With  Tristem  ev'n  to  death.  This  you 
will  note  can  only  happen  when  passion  overcomes 
reason,  hence  in  this  subtle  way  Tennyson  has  meas- 
ured to  us  the  intensity  of  the  Queen's  passion. 
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Elaine  1.  Note  contrast  in  the  way  in  which 

hears  of  Elaine  receives  the  news  of  Lancelot's 
Lancelot's  injury.  How  is  her  sympathetic  and 
Misfortune  highly  sensitive  nature  shown?  2, 
What  compliment  does  Gawain  pay 
Elaine  in  speaking  of  her  as  a  wild  flower?  3.  Do 
you  think  the  figure  a  good  one?  What  qualities 
does  Elaine  have  that  we  find  in  the  wild  flower? 
4.  Does  Gawain  appreciate  the  full  force  of  his 
figure  ?  What  qualities  do  you  think  he  recognized 
in  her?  5.  If  he  had  understood  Elaine's  charac- 
ter, would  he  have  set  about  to  win  her  with  sally- 
ing wit,  golden  eloquence,  and  amorous  adulation? 
Could  anything  arouse  more  antagonism  in  such  a 
nature  as  Elaine's?  How  does  she  rebuke  him? 
6.  How  does  Gawain  find  out  that  the  unknown 
night  is  Lancelot?  7.  Why  does  he  leave  the 
quest  to  Elaine?  What  effect  in  shall  I  waste  my- 
self in  vain?  8.  What  is  shown  in  Elaine's  reply 
to  Gawain's  somewhat  presumptious  question  con- 
cerning her  love  for  Lancelot?  9.  What  shows 
Gawain's  meddlesome  nature?  10.  If  Gawain 
cared  for  Elaine,  as  he  vowed  he  did,  how  account 
for  his  leaping  on  his  horse  and  carolling  as  he 
went  ? 

Court's  At-  I.  How  does  the  King  receive  Ga- 
titude  wain's  report  of  his  quest?    2.  What 

toward         moods  in  lingered  staring  after  him, 
Lancelot       for  twenty  strokes  of  the  blood,  then 
shook  his  hair  and  buzzed  abroad?  3. 
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What  significance  in  buzzed?  Is  the  figure  a  good 
one?  4.  How  did  the  court  receive  this  choice  piece 
of  gossip?  5.  Is  there  anything  in  all  ears  were 
pricked,  and  predoomed  which  shows  Tennyson's 
antipathy  for  gossips?  Does  the  word  pricked  in- 
dicate a  comparison  to  higher  or  lower  beings?  6. 
What  significance  in  the  word  read?  7.  What  ob- 
ject had  the  old  dame  in  coming  upon  the  Queen 
suddenly?  8.  How  much  truth  is  there  in  .the 
Queen's  position  that  Lancelot  has  stooped  so  low 
in  his  love  for  Etaine?  9.  Note  effects  in  Marr'd 
her  friend's  aim,  and  pale  tranquility.  10.  What 
figure  in  So  ran  the  tale,  etc.?  1 1.  Pick  out  the 
words  in  the  last  five  lines  that  show  the  intensity 
of  the  Queen's  mood. 

Elaine's  1.  What  relation  between  father  and 
Request  daughter  is  shown  in  crept,  sat  on  his 
to  go  to  knee,  stroked  his  gray  face?  2.  Was 
Camelot  Elaine  anxious  to  acquit  herself  of  the 
charge,  the  diamond,  or  did  she  long 
to  be  of  service  to  the  wounded  Lancelot?  3.  Ex- 
plain, This  fruit  is  hung  too  high  For  any  mouth 
to  gape  for  save  a  queen's.  4.  What  does  Lord 
Astolat's  Nay,  I  mean  nothing  tell  us  of  Elaine's 
actions?  5.  What  is  Elaine's  mood  after  her  suit 
is  allowed?  6.  How  do  you  account  for  the  change 
in  mood?  7.  What  character  effect  in  her  being 
able  to  shake  it  off?  8.  What  is  Lavaine  doing 
when  Elaine  and  Torre  come  upon  him  at  Camelot  ? 
9.  Account  for  the  moods  of  the  two  brothers. 
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Elaine's  1.  What  does  Elaine  first  see  when 
Care  of  she  enters  the  cave?  Why  should  it 
Lancelot  please  her?  2.  What  makes  the  de- 
scription of  Lancelot  so  vivid?  3. 
Was  Lancelot's  kiss  a  kiss  of  love?  4.  Does  he 
read  Elaine's  secret?  5.  And  feigned  a  sleep  until 
he  slept.    Does  Lancelot  do  this  to  deceive  her? 

6.  What  measures  to  us  Elaine's  love  for  Lancelot? 

7.  What  effect  does  her  tenderness  and  care  have 
upon  him  ?  8.  What  alone  prevents  his  really  lov- 
ing Elaine?  9.  What  face  makes  a  treacherous 
quiet  in  his  heart  and  destroys  many  a  holy  vow 
and  pure  resolve?  10.  What  do  you  take  it  was 
the  nature  of  the  holy  vow  and  pure  resolve?  11. 
What  effect  do  his  short  answers  have  upon  Elaine  ? 
12.  Him  or  death,  what  does  this  foreshadow? 

Lancelot's  1.  Is  Lancelot  grateful  for  Elaine's 
Attitude  to-  service  to  him?  2.  What  objections 
ward  Elaine  does  he  offer  to  her  requests?  3. 

What  tribute  does  he  pay  to  Elaine? 
4.  What  effect  does  his  refusal  of  her  request  have 
upon  Elaine?  5.  What  counsel  does  her  father 
give  to  Lancelot  ?  6.  What  does  Lancelot  mean  by 
That  were  against  me?  7.  What  discourtesy  does 
he  show  Elaine? 

The  Passing  1.  When  did  we  last  see  Elaine  in  the 
of  Elaine      tower?   What  changes  since  then ?  2. 

Contrast  her  calmness  in  the  presence 
of  her  father  and  brothers  to  her  surrender  of  self 
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in  their  absence.  What  fancies  and  what  realties 
effect  the  change?  3.  Does  Elaine's  song  interpret 
her  to  us?  What  is  the  burden  of  the  song?  4. 
What  is  a  lyric?  5.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
brother's  Hark  the  phantom  of  the  house  That  ever 
shrieks  before  a  death ?  6.  Elaine's  dream  makes 
us  familiar  with  the  steps  that  have  led  her  to  build 
the  fancy  of  being  taken  to  the  court  after  her 
death,  and  with  her  reason  for  caring  to  go.  Did 
Lancelot,  the  King,  and  the  Queen  receive  her  much 
as  she  had  foretold  ?  7.  How  do  you  account  for 
Torre's  antagonism  of  Lancelot  and  Lavaine's  good- 
will toward  him?  8.  What  purpose  has  the  father 
in  demeaning  Lancelot?  9.  Is  Elaine's  reply  forc- 
ible, He  makes  no  friend  who  never  made  a  foe? 
10.  Will  the  father  resist  her  long?  11.  Why  does 
Elaine  write  the  letter?  12.  Why  does  Elaine  want 
to  be  decked  like  the  Queen?  Why  does  she  ask 
to  have  the  barge  guided  by  the  dumb  old  servitor  ? 
13.  Does  it  seem  appropriate  to  you  that  Elaine 
should  carry  a  lily  in  her  hand  ?  That  the  silken 
case  with  braided  blazonings  should  be  hung  above 
her?  14.  Note  the  beauty  of  the  description  of 
Elaine's  passage.  If  you  were  going  to  illustrate 
this  poem  and  had  selected  this  passage  for  one  of 
the  illustrations,  what  detail  would  you  put  into  it? 
Perhaps  some  of  you  will  care  to  try  it.  15.  What 
use  does  Tennyson  make  of  color  in  this  description?  \ 
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The  Queen  1.  How  quickly  we  note  the  contrast 
and  when  we  meet  the  Queen  again.  From 

Lancelot  the  innocent,  pure  and  beautiful 
Elaine  we  are  ushered  into  the  pres- 
ence of  the  artificial  but  stately  queen.  2.  Why 
does  the  Queen  receive  Lancelot's  message  as  she 
does?  3.  What  conflict  is  indicated  by  the  shadow 
vibrating  on  the  wall?  4.  Note  place  of  meeting. 
Any  artistic  reason  for  selecting  the  oriel  toward 
the  stream?  5.  Select  the  most  powerful  mood 
effects  for  both  the  Queen  and  Lancelot.  6.  To 
what  rumors  does  Lancelot  refer?  7.  When  Lan- 
celot mentions  rumors,  why  does  the  Queen  half 
turn  away  and  break — leaf  after  leaf,  then  receive 
the  gems  in  one  cold  passive  hand?  8.  Explain 
.  I  am  quicker  of  belief,  etc.  9.  Is  she  sincere  in 
her  reference  to  Arthur?  10.  Why  does  she  sug- 
gest that  he  give  the  diamonds  to  Elaine  and  then 
later  throw  them  into  the  stream?  11.  What  sig- 
nificance in  add  my  diamonds  to  her  pearls  and  tell 
her  she  shines  me  down?  12.  Why  has  Lancelot 
said  nothing?  13.  What  appropriateness  in  having 
the  barge  pass  just  where  the  diamonds  had  left  the 
little  circlets  in  the  water?  14.  Why  compare 
Elaine  to  a  star  in  blackest  night ?  15.  Where  are 
your  sympathies  now,  with  Elaine,  the  Queen,  or 
Lancelot  ? 


32  Questions  on  Idylls  of  the  King 

Reception  I.  Does  the  Queen  see  the  barge?  2. 
of  the  What  is  the  picture  at  the  palace  door- 

Barge  way?  What  is  the  author's  viewpoint 

in  this  picture.  Could  he  have  used 
any  other?  Have  you  ever  seen  a  picture  of  Elaine 
on  the  barge?  3.  How  do  these  people  explain  the 
mystery  of  barge  and  dumb  servitor?  4.  Why  does 
Arthur  send  Sir  Galahad  and  Sir  Percival  to  bring 
Elaine  into  the  court?  Why  not  Gawain?  5.  What 
is  the  attitude  of  Gawain,  Lancelot,  the  Queen  ? 

The  Letter ;  1 .  What  is  the  effect  of  the  letter  upon 
Its  Effect      the  lords  and  dames  ?  Upon  Lancelot  ? 

2.  What  is  the  purpose  of  his  speech? 
3.  What  does  Then  freely  spoke  Sir  Lancelot  tell 
you?  4.  How  does  the  Queen  receive  his  speech? 
5.  What  effect  does  her  speaking  have  upon  Lan- 
celot? 6.  Which  is  subordinated  here?  7.  Are 
you  glad  that  Elaine  was  buried  like  a  queen?  8. 
Does  the  Queen  recognize  Elaine's  unselfish  love 
in  Lancelot,  forgive  me;  mine  was  jealousy  in  love? 
9.  Do  you  think  Elaine's  greatness  has  awakened 
in  the  Queen  any  desire  to  be  great  herself?  10. 
What  does  Lancelot  mean  by  that,  in  That  is  love's 
curse?  11.  With  his  eyes  upon  the  ground,  cloudy 
brows — what  do  these  expressions  indicate  of  his 
mood;  of  his  conscience?  12.  Do  you  note  any 
essential  difference  in  the  Queen's  sympathy  for 
Lancelot  and  Arthur's?    13.  Is  there  anything  that 
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so  truly  humiliates  a  sinful  person  as  the  innocent 
confidence  of  a  trusting,  noble  soul,  such  as  Ar- 
thur's? 14.  Why  does  Lancelot  answer  nothing  to 
the  King's  reference  to  his  being  yet  unbound? 

Lancelot  1.  What  does  Lancelot's  going  apart 
Seeks  Soli-  by  himself  indicate?  Why  not  rather 
tude  follow  the  Queen?   2.  Does  Lancelot 

appreciate  the  difference  between 
Elaine  and  the  Queen  now?  3.  Do  you  find  any 
indication  of  repulsion  for  the  Queen  in  Lancelot's 
Not  rather  dead  loves  harsh  heir,  jealous  pride? 

4.  What  do  Lancelot's  musings  and  misgivings 
concerning  his  name,  and  the  King's  dwelling  upon 
it,  indicate  as  to  the  state  of  his  conscience  here? 

5.  What  reveals  to  us  the  depth  of  his  anguish? 
What  the  intensity  of  his  desire  for  righteousness? 

6.  Which  triumphs,  Lancelot's  spiritual  or  sensual 
self?  7.  Has  more  than  one  soul  at  this  court  been 
touched  by  Elaine's  ennobling  influence  ? 

Review  1.  What  in  this  poem  will  you  always 
remember  with  pleasure,  what  with 
profit?  2.  What  parts  are  well  done,  what  parts 
beautifully  done?  3.  Where  is  Tennyson's  chief 
power  here,  in  phrasing,  in  characterization,  in 
description?  4.  Discuss  Tennyson's  use  of  "sug- 
gestive phrases"  for  characterization,  for  descrip- 
tion. 5.  Do  you  begin  to  appreciate  that  n-uch  of 
Tennyson's  power  lies  in  his  choice  of  worrit  ?  Did 
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he  come  by  this  power  naturally  or  was  it  acquired  ? 
6.  Quote  several  phrases  that  you  will  remember 
longest  because  of  this  quality.  7.  If  you  were 
asked  to  illustrate  this  idyll  what  four  or  five  situ- 
ations would  you  choose?  State  clearly  the  details 
you  would  select  in  any  one  of  the  situations. 


THE  HOLY  GRAIL 

The  Monas-  1.  What  is  the  Holy  Grail?  See  En- 
tery  cyclopedia,  also  poem,  paragraph  six. 

Suggested  for  study — Catalogue  Bos- 
ton Public  Library,  The  Abbey  Paintings,  p.  41, 
Warner's  Library  Best  Literature.  2.  What  does 
Sir  Percival  renounce?  For  what?  How  was  he 
received?  3.  Where  does  the  conversation  between 
Percival  and  Ambrosius  take  place  ?  What  is  the 
atmosphere  of  the  place?  4.  What  justification  for 
the  term  world-old  yew  tree?  Find  out  all  you  can 
about  the  yew-tree.  Explain  That  puff d  the  sway- 
ing branches  into  smoke.  5.  Write,  in  your  own 
words,  a  description  of  the  monastery  bringing  out : 

a.  Atmosphere 

1.  Remoteness  from  activity 

2.  Spring  morning 

b.  Mood  of  monks. 

The  Monk    1.  What   is   Ambrosius'    mood?  2. 
Ambrosius    What  is  his  age?    3.  What  does  he 
think  of  life  in  a  monastery?    Is  it 
ideal?    4.  What  is  his  opinion  of  Sir  Percival? 
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How  does  he  form  his  judgment?  5.  How  much 
does  Ambrosius  know  of  life  outside  the  monas- 
tery? What  does  he  mean  by  Holy  Grail!  I  trust 
we  are  green  in  Heaven's  eyes;  but  here  too  much 
we  moulder.  6.  Is  this  Grail  something  with  which 
monks  might  be  supposed  to  be  familiar  ? 
First  Rev-  1.  What  measures  Sir  Percival's 
elation  of  credulity  in  the  Holy  Grail?  2.  Who 
the  Grail  first  saw  the  Grail?  Why  revealed 
to  her?  3.  What  kind  of  life  had  she 
led?  4.  Which  is  uppermost  in  her,  the  physical 
of  the  spiritual?  5.  What  effect  does  the  sight  of 
the  Holy  Grail  have  upon  her?  6.  What  hope  did 
it  inspire  in  her?  7.  Describe  the  Holy  Grail  as 
she  saw  it.  8.  What  characterizes  Tennyson's  de- 
scription of  it? 

Sir  Gal-  1.  Who  was  Sir  Galahad?  2.  Bedi- 
ahad  vere  says  of  him,  His  eyes  became  so 

like  her  own,  they  seem'd  hers,  and 
himself  her  brother  more  than  I.  Does  Tennyson 
believe  that  one's  features  reflect  one's  character? 
3.  Does  Tennyson  believe  that  those  who  possess 
virtue,  to  a  marked  extent,  have  the  power  to  in- 
fluence, and  as  it  were  to  stamp  their  own  character 
upon  those  kindred  natures,  who  are  brought  into 
contact  with  them?  Note  also,  in  Coming  of  Ar- 
thur, Bellicent  says,  I  beheld  from  eye  to  eye  thro' 
all  their  Order  flash  a  momentary  likeness  of  the 
King.  4.  How  does  Tennyson  regard  gossip?  5. 
What  three  figures  does  he  use  in  expressing  his 
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opinion  of  gossipers?  Are  they  forcible?  Wherein 
lies  their  power  ? 

The  Vows  i.  What  knights  took  the  vow?  2. 
of  the  What  was  the  Siege  perilous?  3. 

Knights  What  character  is  revealed  in  Galahad 
by  his  //  /  lose  myself,  I  save  myself? 
4.  Compare  the  second  appearance  of  the  Holy 
Grail  with  the  first.  5.  What  was  Sir  Percival's 
vow?  6.  What  effect  in  And  Gawain  sware,  and 
louder,  than  the  rest?  7.  Why  did  Arthur  not  take 
the  vow  ? 

Camelot        1.  Describe  Arthur's  hall  at  Camelot. 

Follow   Tennyson's   plan;    1st.  De- 
scription of  exterior;  2d.  Description  of  interior. 

Attitude  of  1.  What  does  Arthur  think  of  the 
Court  wisdom  of  the  vows  these  knights 

toward  have  sworn?  2.  Is  it  selfishness  in 
the  Quest  mm  to  want  to  keep  intact  the  Table 
Round?  3.  Note  further  description 
of  Camelot.  4.  How  did  the  people  regard  Sir 
Sir  Percival  and  Sir  Galahad  and  their  quest  ?  What 
did  the  Queen  think  of  it?  5.  What  do  you  think 
of  the  advisability  of  their  entering  upon  the  quest? 
Will  they  be  successful? 

Sir  Galahad  1.  What  was  Sir  Percival's  mood  as 
and  Sir  Per- he  started  upon  the  quest?  2.  What 
civale's  brings  doubt  and  discomfort  to  him? 
Quest  3-  What  temptation  arises  because  of 

his  doubt?   4.  What  lesson  is  taught 
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Sir  Percival  by  these  visions?  5.  What  is  the  secret 
of  Sir  Galahad's  power?  6.  How  does  the  Grail 
appear  to  him?  7.  When  and  how  often  has  he 
seen  it?  8.  What  has  Sir  Galahad  accomplished? 
9.  What  Sir  Percival,  during  the  same  time,  and 
riding  through  the  same  country?  10.  Note  that 
Sir  Percival's  vision  is  not  as  simple  and  clear  as 
Galahad's.  How  account  for  this?  1 1.  Where  is 
Sir  Galahad  during  Sir  Percival's  vision?  12. 
After  this  glimpse  of  life  without,  what  does  Am- 
brosius  think  of  his  own  life  here  in  the  monas- 
tery? 13.  What  further  temptation  does  Sir  Perci- 
val meet  with?  How  does  he  overcome  it?  14. 
What  is  the  full  purport  of  Then  after  I  was  joined 
with  Galahad  cared  not  for  her,  nor  anything  upon 
earth?  15.  What  causes  this  change  in  his  esti- 
mate of  values?  16.  Tennyson  gives  us  his  idea  of 
monastic  life  through  the  medium  of  Ambrosius. 
What  points  in  this  life  does  he  condemn  here? 

Sir  Bors'  I.  What  were  the  experiences  of  Sir 
and  Sir  Lan-  Bors  and  Sir  Lancelot  upon  this 
celot's  Quest  quest?    What  success  did  each  have? 

2.  Compare  the  vision  of  Sir  Bors 
with  that  of  Sir  Percival  and  Sir  Galahad.  3.  Does 
Ambrosius'  description  and  characterization  of  Sir 
Bors  agree  with  your  conception  of  him  ?  How  far 
had  you  formed  an  opinion  of  him? 

Result  of       I.  What  does  the  condition  outside  the 
the  Quest     hall  foreshadow?   2.  What  has  trans- 
pired since  Sir  Percival  left?  3.  How 
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did  Gawain's  quest  succeed?  Does  this  seem  to 
you  a  fitting  end?  4.  What  success  did  Sir  Bors 
meet  with?  5.  How  do  you  account  for  Lancelot's 
failure?  6.  How  does  Sir  Gawain  measure  the 
smallness  of  his  soul  to  us?  7.  Is  the  King's  judg- 
ment of  him  Being  too  blind  to  have  desire  to  see 
correct?  8.  Does  the  King  fully  understand  Lan- 
celot or  does  he  think  him  purer  than  he  is? 

Allegory  1.  Define  allegory.  2.  In  the  Holy 
Grail  Tennyson  has  a  preponderance 
of  the  allegorical.  You  will  notice  here  that  the 
story  is  subordinated  to  the  moral  lesson  conveyed ; 
in  the  other  Idylls  the  story  predominates.  3.  Dis- 
cuss the  allegory  of  The  Holy  Grail.  State  in  your 
own  words  the  moral  conveyed.  4.  Can  you  think 
of  any  other  Allegory  you  have  read,  either  prose 
or  poetry?   How  does  this  compare? 

Review         1.  What  breaks  up  the  Table  Round? 

2.  What  caused  the  search  after  the 
Holy  Grail?  3.  How  does  the  vision  come  to  each 
knight?  4.  Why  were  Percival's  sister  and  Gal- 
ahad permitted  to  see  the  Grail?  5.  So  far  as  you 
can  tell  which  character  seems  noblest  to  Tenny- 
son? 6.  What  is  the  result  of  the  search  for  the 
Holy  Grail?  7.  What  is  the  purpose  of  the  poem? 
8.  What  splendidly  written  descriptions?  Choose 
any  one  of  them  and  point  out  definitely  elements 
of  power,  such  as : 
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a.  Selection  of  detail;  b.  Use  of  descriptive  words 
or  phrases;  c.  Use  of  figurative  language;  d.  Use 
of  color,  odor,  or  sound. 


GUINEVERE 

The  i.  What  harmony  of  mood  in  first 

Condition  paragraph?  2.  What  was  the  cause 
at  Court  of  Guinevere's  flight?  3.  What  char- 
acter effects  for  Modred  ?  This  is  the 
same  Modred  who  as  a  boy  laid  his  ear  beside  the 
door  and  then  half-heard.  4.  Who  is  subordinated 
here?  5.  What  forcible  figure  used  here?  6.  Ex- 
plain He,  reverencing  kings  blood  in  a  bad  man. 
7.  Is  Modred  of  a  forgiving  nature?  Proof.  8. 
Why  were  Modred's  actions  so  significant  to  the 
Queen?  9.  Note  characterization  through  descrip- 
tion, e.g.  Narrow,  foxy  face,  heart-hiding  smile, 
gray,  persistent  eye.  10.  Explain  Henceforward 
too,  the  Powers  that  tend  the  soul,  To  help  it  from 
the  death,  etc.  1 1.  How  do  you  explain  the 
Queen's  dreams? 

The  Queen's  1.  Why  would  Lancelot  and  Guin- 
Flight  evere's  sin  weaken  Arthur  s  court  ? 

2.  Whom  does  the  author  mean  by 
Modred's  creatures.  3.  What  do  you  think  of 
Modred's  act?  Of  Lancelot's  treatment  of  him? 
4.  What  is  the  Queen's  mood  when  she  exclaims, 
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Would  God  that  thou  couldst  hide  me  from  myself? 
What  her  mood  in  Too  late,  too  late?  5.  What 
does  the  croaking  of  the  Raven  foreshadow? 

The  Little  1.  What  is  the  character  of  the  little 
Maid  maid?     2.  What   significant  rumor 

reaches  the  nunnery?  3.  Does  the 
Queen  believe  it  ?  Why  ?  4.  Why  should  she  think 
the  King  and  the  people  should  hate  her  because 
of  this?  In  what  way  is  she  responsible,  directly 
or  indirectly?  .5.  Why  does  this  particular  song 
so  affect  the  Queen?  6.  How  does  the  little  maid 
interpret  the  Queen's  sorrow?  7.  Can  her  en- 
deavor to  comfort  her,  by  telling  her  her  sorrow  is 
not  as  great  as  the  King's,  possibly  succeed?  8. 
Where  does  she  think  the  Queen  is?  9.  Do  you 
think  the  public  believe  the  Queen  is  with  Lan- 
celot? 10.  Is  the  philosophy  of  the  little  maid's 
about  greatness  good?  Why  even  here  at  Almes- 
bury?  11.  Explain  Well  might  I  wish  to  veil  her 
wickedness,  But  were  I  such  a  king  it  could  not  be. 
12.  What  attempt  does  the  Queen  make  to  explain 
away  her  grief?  13.  That  she  is  woman,  whom 
does  the  mai3  hold  responsible  for  the  condition  of 
Arthur's  court?  14.  How  do  you  think  this  would 
affect  the  Queen  in  her  present  mood?  15.  What 
fantasy  in  descriptions  do  you  find  in  the  little 
maid's  recital  of  Arthur's  founding  of  the  Round 
Table?  16.  What  of  Celtic  nature  in  the  maid? 
17.  What  figurative  language  here  ?   18.  What  does 
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the  maid  say  was  portended  by  the  bard's  faltering 
in  his  song?  19.  Note  how  she  chances  to  speak 
of  Lancelot.  20.  What  is  indicated  by  the  Queen's 
reply  to  the  nobility  of  Lancelot  and  the  King?  21. 
What  do  you  think  of  the  little  maid's  belief  that 
disloyal  friendship  is  most  ignoble?  22.  Does  the 
maid  think  Lancelot  the  equal  of  the  King?  23. 
Is  the  old  time  passion  of  the  Queen  shown  here? 
24.  When  left  alone,  what  do  you  find  is  the  real 
condition  of  the  Queen?  25.  Do  you  pity  her?  26. 
Does  this  reveal  a  disciplined  or  undisciplined  per- 
son? 27.  The  Queen  fled  to  Almesbury  to  escape 
irom  those  who  knew  of  her  sin.  Has  she  suc- 
ceeded? Can  one  escape  from  sin,  even  by  seek- 
ing sanctuaries?  What  good  did  come  of  her  se- 
clusion here? 

The  Coming  1.  What  is  the  Queen's  mood  upon  the 
of  the  King  King's  arrival?  Is  the  meeting  dra- 
matic? 2.  What  is  the  condition 
among  his  knights?  3.  With  what  does  he  charge 
Guinevere?  4.  Are  his  charges  just ?  Is  the  Queen 
responsible  for  the  moral  decline  of  his  kingdom? 
5.  Does  the  example  of  wrong  doing  prove  more 
or  less  far-reaching  than  that  of  right  living?  6. 
What  does  crept  an  inch  nearer,  and  laid  her  hands 
about  his  feet  tell  you  of  the  Queen's  state  of  mind? 
7.  Is  the  King  forgiving?  Has  he  faith  in  God? 
Does  he  believe  that  sin  can  be  forgiven.  What  is 
his  greatest  and  last  hope?  8.  What  does  his  part- 
ing blessing  indicate? 
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The  i.  Follow  the  Queen's  moods  after 

Queen  the  departure  of  Arthur.    2.  Study 

figure  beginning  Then,  as  a  stream. 
Does  the  Queen  find  comfort  in  the  hope  expressed 
by  Arthur?  3.  What  does  Tennyson  think  of 
mockery?  4.  What  does  the  Queen's  Now  I  see 
thee  what  thou  art.  Thou  art  the  highest  and  most 
human  too,  Not  Lancelot,  nor  another,  tell  you  of 
change  in  the  Queen?  And  again,  We  needs  must 
love  the  highest  when  we  see  it,  not  Lancelot,  nor 
another?  5.  Is  the  Queen  truly  repentant?  What 
shows  it?  6.  What  does  the  closing  suggest  as  to 
the  future  of  the  Queen? 

Review  1.  Show  that  Lancelot  was  a  modern 
gentleman  as  well  as  a  medieval 
knight.  2.  Write  a  defense  of  Guinevere.  3. 
What  place  does  this  Idyll  hold  in  the  group  of 
idylls?   4.  What  lesson  taught  by  it? 


THE  PASSING  OF  ARTHUR 

Intro-  1.  How  does  Tennyson  introduce  the 

duction         story  of  the  Passing  of  Arthur?  2. 

In  what  figure  does  the  author  convey 
to  us  Arthur's  age?  3.  Note  the  dramatic  way  in 
which  the  King  is  introduced. 
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Arthur's  I.  Does  the  moaning  of  Arthur  arise 
Restlessness  from  physical  pain  or  mental  anguish? 

2.  What  is  the  antecedent  of  Him? 
How  did  he  find  Him  in  stars  and  fields?  3.  Is 
Arthur  despondent  here?  4.  How  and  why  had 
Arthur's  kingdom  reeled  back  into  the  beast? 
5.  What  was  Arthur's  dream?  6.  What  does  it 
seem  to  portend?  7.  Why  does  the  King  in  his 
dream  picture  Gawain  and  not  Lancelot  or  another 
as  exclaiming,  Hollow,  hollow,  all  delight?  8. 
What  tone  quality  in  the  paragraph  ? 

Condition  1.  Who  contests  Arthur's  place  as 
of  his  king?    2.  What  measures  to  us  their 

Kingdom  degredation?  3.  Explain  For  the 
ghost  is  as  the  man.  4.  In  the  next 
paragraph  what  does  Arthur  most  regret  in  the 
coming  conflict?  5.  What  has  broken  his  spirit  in 
battle?  6.  Who  is  referred  to  in  one  I  saw  lying  in 
the  dust  at  Almesbury?   See  poem  of  Guinevere. 

The  1.  Where  fought?   2.  Describe  orally 

Battle  in  your  own  words  the  battle.  3. 

What  time  of  year  was  it?  4.  What 
of  weirdness  in  Tennyson's  description?  5.  Select 
the  words  or  phrases  that  are  most  descriptive.  6. 
What  mood  in  second  paragraph,  descriptive  of 
the  battle?  7.  Study  figures  of  both  paragraphs. 
Select  all  figures  based  upon  comparisons ;  determ- 
ine basis  for  comparison.    8.  What  was  Arthur's 
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condition  at  conclusion  of  battle?  9,  How  does 
Bedivere  show  his  loyalty  to  the  King? 

Arthur's  1.  What  objection  does  Arthur  make 
Death  to   Sir   Bedivere's   saying,  Modred, 

Wound  traitor  of  thine  house?  2.  How  does 
Arthur  receive  his  death  wound?  3. 
What  figure  in  King  Arthur's  Table  had  fall  en }  man 
by  man?  4.  What  mood  expressed  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  place  to  which  Bedivere  bears  Arthur? 
Is  this  mood  fitting?  What  facts  concerning  Ar- 
thur's past  given  us  in  next  paragraph?  Give  the 
legend  connected  with  Excalibur.  What  does  Ar- 
thur command  Bedivere  to  do  ? 

Sir  1.  What  objection  does  Sir  Bedivere 

Bedivere  's  make  to  carrying  out  Arthur's  request  ? 
Argument     2-  What  mood  in  the  next  paragraph? 

What  tone  quality?  3.  What  words 
and  phrases  in  the  next  paragraph  are  especially  de- 
scriptive: (a)  of  the  night,  (b)  of  the  sword,  (c)  of 
Sir  Bedivere's  mood  ?  4.  What  tone  quality  in  next 
to  the  last  line  of  paragraph?  5.  How  do  you  ac- 
count for  Sir  Bedivere's  strode  back  slow  to  the 
wounded  King  wThen  he  had  only  a  few  moments 
before  expressed  some  hesitation  at  leaving  him  so 
long  alone?  6.  How  does  Arthur  receive  Sid  Bed- 
ivere upon  his  return?  7.  What  adjective  does 
Tennyson  use  in  describing  Sir  Bedivere  now?  8. 
How  could  Arthur  tell  from  Sir  Bedivere's  reply 
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that  he  had  not  flung  Excalibur  into  the  mere?  9. 
Can  you  imagine  just  what  Sir  Bedivere  would 
have  heard  if  he  had  thrown  Excalibur  in?  Can 
you  express  it  in  your  own  words  so  others  could 
discern  that  Excalibur  had  been  thrown?  10.  What 
is  Arthur's  condition  now?  Compare  his  present 
condition  with  that  upon  Sir  Bedivere's  second  and 
third  return.  How  does  Tennyson  portray  his  grow- 
ing weakness?  1 1.  Compare  Sir  Bedivere's  inde- 
cision in  second  instance  with  that  of  first.  Which 
is  greater?  12.  Give  the  points  in  argument  which 
Sir  Bedivere  uses  in  his  own  defense.  13.  Is  Sir 
Bedivere  concerned  with  his  own  glory  or  that  of 
Arthur?  14.  What  defense  would  you  make  in 
Bedivere's  behalf?  15.  Had  Sir  Bedivere's  mind 
not  been  clouded  with  his  own  conceit  would  he 
have  been  bold  enough  to  make  the  reply  to  Arthur 
that  he  did  the  second  time?  If  his  mind  had  been 
bent  on  deceiving  Arthur,  however,  what  hints  had 
Arthur  given  him  regarding  what  would  happen 
that  he  could  have  used?  16.  How  do  you  account 
for  Arthur's  strength  as  indicated  in  his  reply  to 
Sir  Bedivere?  Is  it  physical  or  moral?  Do  you 
believe  he  could  arise  and  slay  Sir  Bedivere  with 
his  hands?  17.  What  prompts  Sir  Bedivere  to  go 
a  third  time,  fear  or  duty?  18.  What  words  show 
absence  of  any  indecision  on  Sir  Bedivere's  part 
as  he  returns  to  the  mere?  19.  What  sign  follows 
the  throwing  of  the  sword?  20.  What  does  King 
Arthur's  Now  see  I  by  thine  eyes  that  this  is  done 
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tell  us  of  Sir  Bedivere's  mood?.  21.  How  account 
for  Sir  Bedivere's  remorsefully  regarded  him? 

The  Passing  1.  What  visualization  in  the  author's 
of  Arthur  description  of  Bedivere's  bearing  Ar- 
thur to  the  lake  ?  What  tone  quality  ? 
2.  Study  Tennyson's  description  of  the  barge. 
What  words  and  phrases  bring  out  the  funereal 
appearance?  3.  What  is  the  mood  of  the  three 
queens?  4.  Do  you  get  a  picture  of  the  dying  king? 
What  figures  used  in  this  description?  Are  they 
descriptive?  What  dramatic  contrast  used?  5. 
Could  Sir  Bedivere  have  paid  a  higher  tribute  to 
Arthur's  work  than  by  comparing  it  to  that  of  the 
great  Master?  In  what  respect,  to  what  degree 
was  it  like  Christ's  ?  6.  Do  you  share  Sir  Bedi- 
vere's regret  at  the  passing  of  Arthur?  7.  What 
greatness  do  you  find  in  Arthur's  reply  to  Bedi- 
vere ?  Commit  to  memory.  8.  Do  you  find  dis- 
couragement or  optimism  in  this  speech  of  Ar- 
thur's? What  ultimate  truth  expressed  here?  9. 
Study  carefully  the  figure  like  some  full  breasted 
swan,  etc.  Why  effective  here?  10.  Where  is  the 
climax  in  this  poem?  11.  Is  the  descent  from  the 
climax  a  fitting  close  to  such  a  poem  or  group  of 
poems?  Does  it  typify  peace  or  unrest?  Does  it 
savor  of  realty  or  mysticism,  hope  or  regret? 

Review         1.  Subjects  suggested  for  themes. 

a.  The  pleasure  and  profit  to  be  obtained  from  a 
reading  of  Idylls  of  the  King. 
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b.  The  need  of  co-operation  of  all  in  a  common 

cause. 

c.  Show  which  triumph  is  greater  in  the  Idylls,  that 

of  the  forces  of  evil  or  that  of  the  forces  of 
good. 

d.  Pick  out  passages  that  show  Tennyson's  famil- 

iarity with  nature:  (1)  trees,  (2)  birds,  (3) 
streams,  (4)  brooks,  (5)  sea. 

e.  Recall  as  many  of  the  great  truths  as  you  can 

which  Tennyson  has  expressed  epigrammatic- 
ally,  as  in  the  following : 

( 1 )  He  makes  no  friend  who  never  makes  a  foe. 

(2)  His  honor  rooted  in  dishonor  stood. 
And  faith  unfaithful  kept  him  falsely  true. 

f.  Relate  the  incidents  which  reveal  these  truths, 

and  tell  in  which  idyll  each  is  found. 

(1)  No  man  lives  to  himself  alone. 

(2)  Sin  is  the  cause  of  disorder  and  misery 

(3)  Sin  leaves  its  stamp,  but  the  influence  of 
good  is  no  less  frutiful  and  far-reaching. 

2.  Write  a  theme,  using  the  following  plan  : 

IDYLLS  OF  THE  KING. 

I.  Scope. 

A.  The  part  contributed  to  the  story  by  the 
respective  poems. 

1.  Condition  of  country  under  Leodogran. 

2.  The  aim  of  the  knights. 
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3.  The  quests  for  honor. 

4.  The  good  accomplished.   Obstacles  to  fur- 
ther accomplishments. 

5.  The  corruption  within  the  court;  the 
cause;  its  results. 

6.  Greatness  in  Elaine,  in  Lancelot,  in  Guin- 
evere, in  Arthur. 

II.  Power. 

A.  Tennyson's  power  of  interpretation  through 

use  of  suggestive  phrases. 

B.  Tennyson's  purpose  in  description  two-fold. 

1.  To  show  forth  clearly  a  truth. 

2.  To  appeal  to  our  emotions.    To  show 
beauty. 

Tennyson's  power  to  estimate  men. 
D.  Tennyson's  power  to  appreciate  and  reveal 
greatness  in  men. 
3.  In  a  theme  point  out  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  Arthur,  and  show  the  extent  of  his  success 
in  overcoming  them.  Use  the  following  out- 
line as  suggestive  for  your  line  of  preparation 
and  arrangement  of  topics : 

ARTHUR'S  TASK. 

I.  Uplifting  of  Humanity.  1 

A.  By  expelling  the  heathen. 

B.  By  overcoming  evils  of  the  court. 
1.  Coming  of  Arthur. 

a.  Overcoming  doubt. 
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2.  Gareth  and  Lynette. 

a.  Conflict  between  true  ambition  and 
false  pride. 

3.  Geraint  and  Enid. 

a.  Struggle  of  Enid,  the  true  wife,  to  over- 
come the  superstition  of  Geraint. 

4.  Lancelot  and  Elaine. 

a.  Struggle  between  a  pure  love  and  a 
guilty  passion. 
5.  The  Holy  Grail, 
a.  Struggle  between  superstition  and  true 
faith. 

6.  Guinevere. 

a.  Struggle  to  determine  whether  greater 
reparation  is  due  to  her  husband  or  to 
heaven. 

7.  The  Passing  of  Arthur. 

a.  Conflict  with  Bedivere's  disloyalty. 

b.  Conflict  with  death. 
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